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        COMMENCEMENT DAY SPEECH on 23-05-2014 

1. Good morning. All of us gathered here to graduate today have read the 

mission statement for this school from the United Nations. I believe it is 

why most of us have come to this place. It reminds us that our purpose 

here is to “to provide humanity with an international institution of 

higher education for peace and with the aim of promoting among all 

human beings the spirit of understanding, tolerance and peaceful 

coexistence, to stimulate cooperation among peoples and to help lessen 

obstacles and threats to world peace and progress.” 

2. Upeace has been going through a period of transition during this year. 

While we don’t need to focus now on what we the students have gone 

through in this academic year, it is important to point out that this period 

of transition should not be allowed to last forever. Therefore our fervent 

wish is that changes are made before new students are welcomed in the 

fall - changes that will bring this place closer to it’s mission.  Because 

the aspirations and potential of this place are so important, the failure of 

those with the greatest responsibility to take such action will no doubt 

be on the wrong side of history.  

3. As the students of this university over the last year, we are also guilty. 

In many ways we have failed to do our part by failing to speak out 

against injustices we witnessed. Even though the odds were often 

against us, and the power structure is set up to encourage our silence - it 

was our responsibility to hold this place accountable to it’s mission - 

and to speak truth to power. There will always be reasons not to take 

action, and the world outside of here will be no less challenging. So we 

must each reflect on the consequences of our silence in those crucial 

moments.  

As we leave this place, we will be taking home our positive experiences 

while leaving behind all of those issues that tried to bring us down in 

some of the darkest moments during our journey. Friendships, 

networking, collaboration, projects, passionate professors and alumni - 

all of these things we will cherish. 
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For the professors, we the students would like to see the building and 

nurturing of diverse and well-grounded faculty members of UPEACE. 

People who are committed to teach within the scope of the vision of this 

institution. 

We place so much of our hope in this institution and therefore it will be 

heartbreaking to see it fail. We still believe that things can change here 

for the better based on one important approach: transparency, 

accountability, and self-reflection. The very lessons we have learned 

within these walls. This is not only on the part of the administration but 

the entire UPEACE community. 

4. On behalf of my fellow students, I would like to thank the almighty 

God to have made it possible for us to gather here this morning to 

celebrate our time at UPEACE with this commencement. Secondly to 

thank all parents, friends, landladies/landlords who have been able to 

attend this ceremony today. We extend our thanks even to those who are 

not able to make it here, who are certainly with us in spirit.  

Thirdly we would like to thank all those who have already brought 

positive changes to UPEACE - be it at the level of administration, 

faculty, or any other capacity and even those who were not able to 

remain here with us. Your passion and commitment to peace did not go 

unnoticed. 

Lastly to my dear sisters and brothers dressed in gowns - those of us 

about to graduate, I would like each and every one of us to examine 

ourselves deeply and see exactly what we are taking home. I believe the 

ultimate goal of being a University for Peace student is to make sure 

that one does not only pass through UPEACE but also  that UPEACE 

passes through us, because there is so much  we need to learn from it’s 

imperfections. If we have done this, then we have truly learned the 

lessons of this place, and will each leave here as a powerful force for 

change. Thank you. 

 MUCYO MULINZI (IPS PROGRAM) 
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