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To the Council, Rector, Faculty, Staff, Students, & Alumni of the UN Mandated University for Peace:

We, the students of the Peace Education MA program, class of 2015, write to you to express our discontent and deep
concerns with the proposed academic changes to the UPEACE curriculum.
While we agree that some academic changes are necessary, we denounce the radical overhauling of the UPEACE
structure and the replacement of the Peace Education program with a specialization based on two courses. We are
deeply troubled by the potential consequences of these proposed changes. The tragic loss of the programs in Peace
Education, Gender and Peacebuilding, Media, Peace, and Conflict Studies, and International Peace Studies will
undoubtedly impact the academic and professional credibility of UPEACE. The University for Peace is effectively the
only institution in the world that offers a full MA in Peace Education. As UPEACE is the only institution mandated by
the UN with “the great universal task of educating for peace” in its very Charter, doing away with this MA not only
devalues the institution and the entire field of Peace Education, but also puts the advancement of peace at stake.
Peace Education is the cornerstone to building a culture of peace. It provides a holistic understanding of peace, which
helps in cultivating knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values that seek to transform people’s mindsets. Establishing a
“specialization in Peace Education” within the Peace Studies Program that does not provide a comprehensive spectrum
of critical, participatory, and transformative pedagogies for a culture of peace, and tools and skills for effective and
creative design and teaching of peace-related curricula for formal and non-formal education will produce incompetent
students with incomplete and inadequate skills to educate for peace. These changes will certainly have drastic negative
effects on future students’ ability to continue in academia and their employability in public and private organizations.
The United Nations has been persistently calling on all nations to invest in Peace Education, as it promotes and
strengthens a culture of peace worldwide, fulfilling its role as indicated in the UN General Assembly Declaration and
Program of Action on a Culture of Peace. Furthermore, Peace Education plays an important role in peacebuilding and
development work pursued by UN. Peace Education is a crucial component of the United Nations Secretary General’s
Education First Initiative and multiple UN declarations and conventions specifically call for Peace Education and
teacher training in Peace Education as essential to international peace and security efforts. It is also clear that Peace
Education meets and plays an essential role in peacebuilding and the establishment of healthy and strong democracies.
It builds a critical mass of people who will demand for and address the needed personal and structural changes that will
transform many problems that relate to peace into nonviolent, humane, and ecological alternatives and solutions.
Unfortunately, opportunities for gaining high-level knowledge and skills in Peace Education are few and far between.
Eliminating the Peace Education MA would represent a tremendous setback to the achievements thus far accomplished
and a roadblock to the full implementation of peacebuilding efforts pursued by the UN, other international
organizations, governments, and civil societies all over the world.
As we move closer to the end of our first semester at UPEACE, we have reflected on the strong attributes of the Peace
Education program. Our program has thus far been interdisciplinary, participatory, and diverse in its approach to
peacebuilding. We recognize the importance of a cohesive interdisciplinary curriculum with the intention of
contributing to a more peaceful world at all levels and dimensions of life. We have been challenged and encouraged to

